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Malachi 3: 3 says,” He sits as a 
Refiner and Purifier of Silver.”
This verse puzzled some women in 
a Bible study, and they wondered 
what this meant about the character 
and nature of God.  One of the 
women offered to find out the 
process of refining silver, and get 
back to the group at their next Bible 
study.  So that week, the woman 
called a Silversmith and made an 
appointment to watch him at work.  

She didn't mention anything about the 
reason of her interest, beyond her 
curiousity about the process of 
refining silver.  As she watched the 
Silversmith, he held a piece of silver 
over the fire and let it heat up.  He 
explained that in refining silver, one 
needed to hold the silver in the middle 
of the fire where the flames were the 
hottest as it burned away all the 
impurities.  The woman thought 
about God holding us in such a hot 
spot; then she thought again about 
the verse that says: “He sits as a 
Refiner and Purifier of silver.”  Then, 
she asked the silversmith if it was 
true that he had to sit there in front of 
the fire the whole time; and the man 
answered that, yes, he not only had 
to sit there holding the silver, but he 
had to keep his eyes on the silver the 
entire time it was in the fire.  

 
If the silver was left a moment to 
long in the flames, it would be 
destroyed.  The woman was 
silent for a moment.  Then she 
asked the Silversmith, “How do 
you know when the silver is 
refined?”  He just smiled at her, 
and answered, “Oh, that's 
easy...when I see my Image in it!”  
If today, you are feeling the heat 
of the fire, remember that God 
has His eye on you, and when He 
sees His Image in you, you will 
have come forth as Gold!  
Scripture: “Behold, I have refined 
thee, but not with silver; I have 
chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction.”  Is. 48:10  “But He 
knoweth the way that I take: 
when He hath tried me, I shall 
come forth as Gold!”  Job 23:10   
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 “For when I am weak, Then am I 
Strong in the Lord and the power 
of His Might!  2 Cor. 12:9, 10  
Words of Comfort: “What time I 
am afraid, I will Trust in Thee.”  
Ps. 56:3   

“In the Unerring Wisdom of 
God, some of His Choicest 
Saints are disciplined and 
conformed to the image of 
Christ in the furnace of 
sorrow, and suffering.  An 
Example: Derby China is 
made in Derby, England.  It is 
also called Crown Derby, 
because a royal warrant is 
issued authorizing it's 
manufacture, and it is highly 
prized by those who possess 
it.  One day a minister visited 
the factory where Derby 
China is made.  He saw 
Artisans apply various 
colored paints to the 
china...yellowish-brown, 
bluish-black and dirty-looking 
red. 

 They circled the edge of the china 
with black paint.  How unattractive 
was the china when it was put into 
the furnace!  But the fire wrought an 
Amazing Transformation!  And when 
it was taken from the furnace, the 
minister looked in Wonderment upon 
the exquisitely beautiful pieces of 
china, The Black had become Bright 
Gold; and the Blue and Red had 
become Lustrous and Bright!  
Whatever God has allowed upon you 
for a time, be it suffering or pain, we 
know that all things work together for 
Good to them that Love God; and for 
now.  “His Grace is Sufficient for 
thee.  His Strength is made perfect in 
Weakness.”  And when you have 
been tried, you will come forth as 
Gold! 

 “For when I am weak, Then am I 
Strong in the Lord and the power 
of His Might!  2 Cor. 12:9, 10  
Words of Comfort: “What time I 
am afraid, I will Trust in Thee.”  
Ps. 56:3   

 They circled the edge of the china 
with black paint.  How unattractive 
was the china when it was put into 
the furnace!  But the fire wrought an 
Amazing Transformation!  And when 
it was taken from the furnace, the 
minister looked in Wonderment upon 
the exquisitely beautiful pieces of 
china, The Black had become Bright 
Gold; and the Blue and Red had 
become Lustrous and Bright!  
Whatever God has allowed upon you 
for a time, be it suffering or pain, we 
know that all things work together for 
Good to them that Love God; and for 
now.  “His Grace is Sufficient for 
thee.  His Strength is made perfect in 
Weakness.”  And when you have 
been tried, you will come forth as 
Gold! 

“In the Unerring Wisdom of 
God, some of His Choicest 
Saints are disciplined and 
conformed to the image of 
Christ in the furnace of 
sorrow, and suffering.  An 
Example: Derby China is 
made in Derby, England.  It is 
also called Crown Derby, 
because a royal warrant is 
issued authorizing it's 
manufacture, and it is highly 
prized by those who possess 
it.  One day a minister visited 
the factory where Derby 
China is made.  He saw 
Artisans apply various 
colored paints to the 
china...yellowish-brown, 
bluish-black and dirty-looking 
red. 


